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Fr. Michael Fye Named Chaplain of University Catholic 
 

Bishop David Choby of the Diocese of Nashville named Fr. Michael 

Fye the full-time chaplain of University Catholic in June.  Fr. John 

Sims Baker, who held this position for ten years, is now the Dean 

of Community Life at Pontifical College Josephinum. 
 

Last year Fr. Fye served a dual assignment as associate chaplain 

at University Catholic and associate pastor at St. Mary’s Church.   
 

“I could not have picked a better replacement,” says Fr. Baker.  “Fr. Fye has built a strong 

rapport with the students.  He’s an excellent homilist, a compassionate confessor, and he has 

boundless, youthful energy which will serve him well in this role!” 
 

The admiration is mutual.  “Fr. Baker has been an exemplary model of spiritual fatherhood to 

me ever since he taught me to serve at the altar in elementary school,“ says Fr. Fye.  “He’s 

devoted the past decade to establishing a thriving campus ministry in Nashville, and I can 
assure you that Fr. Baker’s legacy will continue through daily Mass and Confessions, bringing 

the Scriptures to life, and providing a Christ-centered home away from home for students.” 
 

Get to Know Fr. Fye 
 

Courtney Barnes, UCat’s director of campus ministry, is 

quick to sing the praises of her new boss.  “Fr. Fye has a way 

of making the faith relevant to the students and connecting it 

to them,” says Courtney.  “His homilies are right on target 

with the issues students face daily.” 
 

Fr. Fye’s hobbies are many:  he’s an avid rock climber, hiker, and outdoor adventurer; he’s an 

astronomy geek who loves studying the sun in his specialized telescope; and though he only 

eats to live, he’s a bread baker, filling the rectory where he lives with the enticing aromas of 

fresh baked bread several times each week. 
 

“There’s a definite goofy side to Fr. Fye, which makes him all the more approachable and 

inviting,” says Courtney.  “He’s holy and pious, super smart, excellent at breaking down 

complex information, and best of all, he’s kind hearted and fun.  The students love him.”  
 
Fr. Fye was raised in Dickson, Tennessee and 

is the oldest of the three children of Chip and 

Martina Fye.  He attended the Pontifical 

College Josephinum in Ohio and completed 

his theological studies at Pontifical North 
American College in Rome.   After his 

ordination to the priesthood in 2014, Fr. Fye 

returned to Rome for another year to 

complete studies in Moral Theology at the 

University of St. Thomas Aquinas.   

UCat leaders at board retreat before new school year began. 

UCat snags another intramurals’ championship in volleyball. 

UCat works alongside Little Sisters of the Poor in St. Louis during 

fall break mission trip. 
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STUDENT  SPOTLIGHT  

Zack Morrisey 

Chemical Engineering     Glen Carbon, IL 
 

Zack Morrisey just happened upon University Catholic in the early days of his freshman 

year at Vanderbilt.   He recalls meeting another freshman who invited him to a dinner with 

the Catholic group.  “Later that same guy told me about Mass and Confession on campus,” says Zack.  

“At his invitation, I returned to Confession for the first time since being Confirmed in the eighth grade.” 
 

Zack is the perfect example of why UCat offers over a dozen Roman Rush activities to welcome new freshman during 

the first two weeks of school each year.  Roman Rush is UCat’s alternative to Greek rush and is full of low-key, no-

pressure events that allow new students to get to know University Catholic.  (Once we’ve broken the ice, the door is 

open to invite students to the Sacraments, retreats, and faith formation programs.)  
 

“Everyone was so welcoming, and they really made an effort to reach out to freshmen,” Zack says.  “Once I went to 

that first event, it was easy to go to the next one,” he added.   
 

“Within the first month on campus, I was at Frassati House two or three nights a week to study and hang out.  I felt 

at home and found lots of ways to serve and get involved,”  
 

And get involved, he did.  (Zack is one of those kids who would make his mother proud.)  Without being asked, he finds 

ways to help – like taking out the trash, doing dishes, or jumping up to help anyone who comes in with arms full.  He 

participated in retreats, Sunday Suppers, Knights of Columbus, and altar serving.  
 

“I’d see UCat students around campus and knew I wasn’t alone,” says Zack.  “Being from Illinois, I don’t get home 

until Thanksgiving and Christmas.  But I feel at home with UCat.   It’s like a family.” 
 

As a sophomore, the chemical engineering major now also takes advantage of daily Mass. “I appreciate the easy 

access to the Sacraments,” says Zack. 
 

“I know how important it 

was for me to get that 

first personal invite, and 

I knew I needed to return 

the favor. So when I was 

asked to head this year’s 

Roman Rush, I was happy 

and honored to accept.” 

universitycatholic.org Zack looks at home in the Frassati House during last year’s 

Twilight Retreat for freshman. 

Pictured above:  UCat’s Roman 
Rush starts on move-in day and 

provides many opportunities 

for new friendships. 
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BENEFACTOR  SPOTLIGHT  

Fr. John Sims Baker 

Former UCat Chaplain (2006-16) & Vanderbilt Law School Graduate ‘89 
 

As if literally laying down his life to bring Jesus Christ to college students for the past ten years wasn’t 

enough, Fr. John Sims Baker also happens to be one of University Catholic’s most generous donors. 
 

Our former Chaplain has filled UCat’s freezer with over $1500 in barbeque shoulders for years, providing 

the main courses each year for our first student supper, family weekend lunch, and baccalaureate celebration.  It’s literally  the gift that 

keeps on giving. 
 

In addition, our UCat mobile, used by the students for service projects, retreats and logistical preparations, was donated by Fr. Baker.   
 

But before moving to Ohio for his new assignment, Fr. Baker outdid himself.  He asked a big favor of his “going-away dinner hosts,” Walker 

& Renee Mathews. Could the construction executive and his talented wife redo the Frassati House kitchen before the students come back — 

in a month?  Walker and Renee gave a big yes to the request as a tribute to Fr. Baker, and now things are literally cooking at Frassati 

House.  And not a minute too soon as we hosted our first Sunday Supper on August 28 for over 100 hungry students.   
 

Worn out linoleum floors were pulled up to uncover 100+ year old hardwood 

floors that were painstakingly restored.  Tired old appliances were replaced with 

brand-spanking new ones that work!  Fresh paint, a new large sink and faucet, 

and a large ice maker are the crowning touches.   
 

“We’ve strived to build a home away from home for students – to literally make 

them at home in their Catholic faith,” says Fr. Baker. “And the heart of every 

home is the kitchen. The hospitality offered at Frassati House opens the door for 

the ultimate feast – the heavenly banquet we receive at every Mass. “ 
 

“We are so grateful to the Mathews for giving such a huge gift to us in honor of 

Fr. Baker,” says Fr. Fye.  “And of course, we are grateful to Fr. Baker for his 

many gifts to University Catholic.   

 

“While our mission is to serve the spiritual needs of college students, it is often 

through human hospitality and good food that we make our first connections 

with them,” Fr. Fye added.   
 

Fr. Baker says that fund raising was (and will continue to be) the toughest part of this assignment.  “UCat needs monthly donors to help 

continue this ministry,” says Fr. Baker.  “I can assure you that UCat runs on a shoe-string budget and that 100% of your gift will go to 

bringing Jesus Christ to the college campus in very real and tangible ways.” 

 universitycatholic.org 

Walker and Renee Mathews pose with Fr. Fye in the Frassati House 

kitchen, which they generously renovated and equipped with all new 

appliances in honor of outgoing Chaplain, Fr. John Sims Baker. 



 

 

Guys’ camping trip fosters faith-centered brotherhood. 

Our Mission:  To propose Jesus Christ and to form His disciples. 

Father Michael Fye, Chaplain 

2004 Terrace Drive   Nashville, TN  37203 

 

Even the Nashville Dominican Sisters get involved in our Roman Rush, coming out to play soccer with the students and drawing lots of attention to our Catholic group on campus.      
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Please join our ministry as a monthly donor!   
 

 $1250 per month would cover our commitment for one 

FOCUS missionary 
 
 

 $1000 per month would cover our costs for Awakening 

retreats each year 
 
 

 $750 per month covers Frassati House expenses 
 

 $500 per month would cover transportation to the 

March for Life in Washington DC 
 

 $250 per month would cover weekly Sunday Suppers  

at Frassati House 
 

 $150 per month covers UCat’s Room in the Inn and 

Dismas House service projects 
 

 $50 per month would cover Roman Rush expenses 


