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Fall 2017
“We are to love God for Himself, because of a twofold reason;
nothing is more reasonable, nothing more profitable.”
-St. Bernard of Clairvaux

A friend recently asked me “when you get disheartened, where do you
find the inspiration to keep going?”
FOCUS Missionaries with Courtney Barnes & Fr. Fye

For the second year, UCat has been blessed with five FOCUS
missionaries to help us reach out to college students and invite
them into closer relationship with our Lord. The fifth missionary is
a gift from FOCUS to us as we work to build our efforts at Belmont
University. Your support could help us sustain this additional
missionary.

My mind flashed to multiple conversations with students about their
spiritual lives. Over the last couple years, many have shared with me
a great secret that their classmates and professors do
not understand. With raised eyebrows and big smiles they tell me
about a journey in which they have been surprised by a joy they did
not expect or know existed.
What is most memorable are the ways the students have let go of things they used to think were
so important. Most amazing are the stories of heavy darkness, in the midst of which they
have found something precious — or even more accurately, someone precious. Stories
like these keep me going! They inspire me.

First-year students dove right in to an activity at UCat’s Twilight
Retreat.

The Lord has gifted University Catholic with another year. We are excited about our new
freshmen outreach called Ascend and a re-branded catechetical program called Why?Fye (say it
aloud, you’ll get it). Both are being very well received and proving fruitful. UCat student leaders
are focused on changing the culture on their campuses. They seek opportunities to invite others
into the fold. Many efforts go into making sure that University Catholic is welcoming, but the
students are not satisfied with that alone. They feel compelled to show their peers that they
are not just tolerated, but truly loved.

Through readily-available Sacraments, retreats, daily prayer,
service opportunities, parties, and exploration of how Jesus is
relevant to life — here and now — the souls of many young adults
are being fed, guided, and inspired through our ministry.
I rely on the grace of God and the open hearts of these students’
love. I also rely on the generosity of others to financially support
our efforts. Please help us carry on!
Please know of our prayers for you, please keep us in yours.
God bless,
Historic eclipse reminds us that our awesome God of the Universe is also the God of UCat! Students viewed the
eclipse atop the Vandy garage next to UCat’s Frassati House (note Cathedral bell tower in background).

Fr. Michael Fye, Chaplain
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S TUDENT S POTLIGHT
Alexis Finnell, VU ‘18
Medicine, Health & Society Major from Indianapolis, Indiana
One word can describe Alexis Finnell’s freshman year at Vanderbilt: homesick. “Sunday Mass
at Benton Chapel was consistently the highlight of my week,” says Alexis.
But the cradle Catholic who had attended Catholic schools was surprised to find so many of her
peers willingly practicing their Catholic faith. She noticed that they went to Adoration and daily
Mass and stayed after Mass for private prayer. “At first it was shocking, but then it was really
inspiring, to see so many people my age who were intentional about their faith."
During her first semester, Alexis was randomly asked after a Sunday Mass to join a Bible study. That’s all it
took. “That Bible study was ultimately what pulled me in to UCat.”
“Before college, I knew my faith, and I knew the rules” says Alexis, “but I didn’t really know what it meant to
live out my Catholic faith or to have a personal relationship with the Lord.”
Again at the invitation of others, Alexis made the Awakening retreat during her second semester. “I was
very skeptical — mostly because of how excited everyone was about it,” she says. But it proved to be a
very good experience for her.
It was so good that she, like many UCats, signed up to staff the next Awakening. "By my third Awakening,
my heart was being opened in new ways that are difficult
Double Your Gift to UCat
to describe and that continue with each Awakening in
Prayers were answered when Fr. Fye got a
which I participate."
call this summer from a father of a recent
alumna of Vanderbilt. This very generous Alexis says that UCat is what has made her feel the most FOCUS missionary Lauren Watts
parent offered to give University Catholic at home on campus. They helped me to overcome my (above) & former UCat president
Julianna Romanoski, who was
$10,000 in matching funds for donations homesickness, to find contentment, and to build a truly Alexis’s Bible study leader,
played key roles in her faith
made to our ministry. That Dad knows the personal relationship with Jesus.”
journey.
fruit of our work firsthand and wholeAlexis serves on UCat’s board as internal secretary and has loved getting to know Fr. Fye
heartedly supports University Catholic. He
better. “He’s very kind, super smart, and goofy— that’s what makes him so approachable.
hopes you will do the same! Your gift to
He has a way of making us see
UCat will be matched dollar for dollar (up
things in a new way,”
to $10,000!) and will allow Fr. Fye to focus
on the spiritual needs of students rather Last summer Alexis served as a
Totus Tuus missionary and hopes
than worry about paying the electric bill.
to do another year of mission
Monthly donors are our lifeline — providing
work after she graduates in May.
students opportunities to grow in their
Catholic faith rather than abandon it while “I don’t know how I would feel
in college! Please complete and return about Vanderbilt had I not had
the enclosed pledge envelope so we can University Catholic — it’s been
cash in on the matching funds before the best part of college, ” says
Alexis.
Thanksgiving.
The Vanderbilt student board members for UCat pictured at their August retreat.
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A LUNMI S POTLIGHT
Rev. Josh Altonji, VU’11
Ordained to Priesthood
We could not possibly be more proud of
Fr. Josh Altonji, one of University Catholic’s
most beloved graduates (VU’11), who was
ordained to the priesthood on June 24 at the
Cathedral of St. Paul in Birmingham.

Knights of Columbus; he served on UCat’s
student board for two years as treasurer
and secretary; he was Awakening rector and
a staffer many times; he was an altar
server; and he managed UCat’s website.
Donning his signature smile on ordination day!

Josh seriously considered the priesthood
for the first time as a high school senior.
He continued to discern his vocation during
his college years at Vanderbilt. He credits
Fr. John Sims Baker and University Catholic
for being a tremendous help to him in that
area and in his overall faith journey.
According to Fr. Baker, UCat Chaplain from
2006-2016, Josh took advantage of all that
UCat had to offer from his very first day on
campus. He recalls Josh riding up on a bike
to the UCat group helping with move-in.

University Catholic alums and Fr. John Sims Baker traveled to be with Fr. Josh Altonji at his ordination.

His big personality and signature smile
made him a standout from the start. “He
quickly made many friends, spearheaded
countless adventures, and rose as a leader
among his peers,” said Fr. Baker.

“But most notably,” says Fr. Baker, “Josh During his sophomore year, Josh went with
Fr. Baker on UCat’s “Seminary Sprint,” to
was always in the center of the fun.”
Pontifical College Josephinum in Ohio. That
In the same way he completed his degree in
trip was providential as Josh ultimately
computer science and psychology in three
completed his seminary studies there last
and a half years, “Josh just as quickly
As he reflects on his college days, Fr. Altonji became the heart and soul of UCat,” Fr. spring, and Fr. Baker now serves as Acting
says that UCat was the center of both his Baker added. “His spirit and enthusiasm Vice-Rector and Dean of Community Life at
college social life and spiritual life. While at were (are) palpable — Josh has always been Josephinum.
Vanderbilt, he was Grand Knight of UCat’s a positive influence on others.”
“Josh is approachable and joyful,” says Fr.
Baker. “He’ll be a great priest!”
“Fr. Baker was a huge influence on my
decision to become a priest,” Fr. Altonji said.
“Several years ago I wrote to Fr. Baker:
‘Because of you,
I know I want to be a priest,
and I know the kind of priest
I want to be!’”
Josh is in the center of an impromptu UCat gathering in a Vandy dorm (2011).

3

UCat Leadership Retreat, August 2017

Father Michael Fye, Chaplain
2004 Terrace Drive Nashville, TN 37203

Our Mission: to propose Jesus Christ & to form His disciples on campus.

Please pray for our UCat grads
who are in seminary:
Jeremy Leganski (VU’17)
Christopher Massaro (VU’15)
Stephen Schumacher (VU‘14)
Blake Tamez (VU’17)
Micah Walker (VU‘11)
and Alex Wyville (VU’16)
Pictured above are Blake Tamez and Micah
Walker, seminarians at the Dominican House
of Studies in Washington, DC.
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Dominican Sisters, Fr. Fye, and UCat students enjoy a game of soccer on campus (and draw lots of
onlookers) during UCat’s Roman Rush.
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