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Spring 2015
Dear Friends:

While in DC for the March for Life, we caught up
with three of our UCat seminarians! The fruits
of our labor show that life is good at UCat!

Just turn on the evening news, and it is clear that our college campuses
(and our world) are in desperate need of virtue. University Catholic is
letting the light of virtue shine in the darkness. We hosted an 8-week Love
and Responsibility series this semester, which dove into JPII’s teachings
on the mystery of love. The timing was truly the work of the Holy Spirit.
Each week, we had upwards of 50 students jammed into Frassati House to
discuss how sensible and applicable God’s plan for sexuality is. It was
beautiful.
John Paul II, in his many teachings on the beauty of human love, states “God has assigned
as a duty to every man the dignity of every woman and to every woman the dignity
of every man.” This duty is the call every young man should be inspired to answer. It is the
call that every young woman should embrace. Such aspirations bring peace, self-respect and
concern for the well-being of others.
We kicked off the semester with a pilgrimage to Washington DC for the March for Life. Our
UCat group joined hundreds of thousands of mostly-young pro-life Americans in proclaiming
the dignity of every human life through participation in the Vigil Mass for Life at the National
Shrine, the March, and the Cardinal O’Connor Conference. We also enjoyed visiting the JPII
Shrine. This pilgrimage is a life-changing experience for our students and their chaplain!

Ucathlete Elevates the Game
Now here’s a football player to celebrate!
Tommy Openshaw, starting kicker for Vandy's
football team, isn't shy about his Catholic faith.
At a cookout hosted by UCat for college
athletes, Tommy led the opening prayer: "Lord,
bless all these Catholic athletes here, and
all those who should be Catholic.” While he
had a big grin on his face, Tommy wasn't
kidding. At the next Sunday Mass on campus, he
had two pews full of his football teammates.
Tommy’s been a leader of UCat’s Love &
Responsibility series this semester. He’s a
strong witness to authentic manhood.
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UCat is a light in the darkness. We offer a safe haven for students – a wholesome, virtuous
alternative to the darker side of campus life. We daily propose Jesus Christ through the
Gospel, readily-available Sacraments, authentic Catholic friendships, and opportunities for
intellectual growth and meaningful service.
PLEASE, support our mission. We need $25,000 to keep this ministry thriving and the lights
(literally!) shining. Can you help?
Faithfully,

Fr. John Sims Baker,
Chaplain
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P AGE 2

UC AT D IGS D EEP TO SERVE IN N ICARAGUA
2015 Spring Break Mission Trip
Members of University Catholic traveled to Nicaragua for a
spring break mission trip. Under the supervision of Amigos
for Christ, an American charity serving in Nicaragua, their
primary task for the week was to assist with the clean water
project. That meant digging 6’ holes for septic tanks that
would support an indoor toilet and shower for family homes.
UCat students worked alongside students from Xavier University,
and a group from North Carolina, as well as family
members from the homes they were assigned.

N

icaragua is one of the
poorest countries in
the world.
Improper sanitation causes
intestinal parasites and
diarrhea, two of the main
causes of death in young
children in Nicaragua.
A bathroom that includes a
flush toilet and a shower will
end the parasite cycle and
significantly reduce diarrhea.
Our UCat students helped dig
holes for septic tanks that would
provide indoor plumbing to five
homes.

Each morning the volunteers would have breakfast at 7 and chores at 7:30, which consisted
of making 100 peanut butter sandwiches, filling water jugs for the day, or washing dishes
from breakfast. Then they would gather for prayer and a discussion of the day’s theme —
accompany, be ready, include, value, elevate – which stressed the importance of building
relationships and valuing people.
According to Faith Noah, a Vanderbilt freshman from Dallas (pictured atop a volcano),
“Amigos for Christ stressed that we were in Nicaragua to partner with its citizens —
to walk and work beside the people, not to come fix their problems.
“They challenged us to enter into Nicaragua — to experience the harsh conditions the
people of Nicaragua live with everyday, including using the latrines,” says Faith. “It
was humbling, but good. We saw each others’ vulnerability, which made us a very
cohesive group. We had never worked so physically hard in our lives. At the end of
each day, we were tired, filthy, and hungry.
“One of the highlights of the trip was experiencing the universal
Church. We went to Mass in the city one evening, and though the
language was not ours, we recognized the Mass parts and saw
firsthand that the Mass is THE Mass wherever you are,” Faith said.
“We also met two full-time missionaries for Amigos for Christ who
were recent graduates of Vanderbilt. It was awesome to know
they experienced the same pressures to succeed that we face at
school, and yet they chose to serve others with abandon,” she
said. “I want to do that.”
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S TUDENT S POTLIGHT
Christopher Massaro
VU Master’s in Medical Physics ‘15 Explores Priesthood
Chris Massaro came to Vanderbilt in August 2013 to get his Doctorate of Medical Physics to prepare
for a career in radiation therapy. Little did he know his journey would lead to the seminary.
Within minutes of his arrival on campus, Chris showed up at Frassati House to check out
Vanderbilt’s Catholic student group. He got involved immediately, serving at daily Mass, attending
weekly Oratory, organizing grad student outreach and events, praying regularly at
the local abortion center, and volunteering with area youth groups.
A native of small-town Coatesville Pennsylvania, Chris earned his undergraduate degree from West Chester University. He was involved with the
Catholic student group there, and his faith flourished. “I knew that if I
could find a strong Catholic community in grad school, I would be right
at home,” says Chris. “I found it in UCat.”
After receiving his master’s degree in May, Chris will seek higher education — at St. Charles
Borromeo Seminary in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia — beginning in August. He met and was
personally interviewed by Archbishop Charles Chaput before being accepted.
An extreme sportsman who has participated in triathlons and Tough Mudder competitions, Chris
is disciplined in his workouts, his studies, and his faith. “At Vanderbilt, I began attending daily
Mass more regularly than ever before. Since I was trying to hear God’s voice more clearly, it only
made sense to attend daily Mass. That’s what drew me to consider the priesthood. I felt called by
my increasing love of the Eucharist and the Mass,” he said.
According to Fr. John Sims Baker, UCat Chaplain, “Chris brings strong faith, great enthusiasm and humility
to everything he does. He is the best kind of believer — a true Israelite without guile — who’s an upright, honest guy, free from
hypocrisy, and openly seeking truth.”
“I’m inspired to be around other students whose lives center
around their faith,” said Chris. “They could be getting into so
many other things — the temptations are at every turn. Instead,
they are choosing to love God and love neighbor. They make me
want to be holy because I see the holiness—and happiness —in
them.”
Right: Chris is second from the right, pictured with part of the
UCat group on a mission trip in Honduras. Above: Chris carried
the cross for the Stations around campus during Lent. Upper
right: Chris competes in a Tough Mudder.

Father John Sims Baker, Chaplain
2004 Terrace Drive Nashville, TN 37203

Our Mission: To propose Jesus Christ and to form His disciples.

A Truly Holy Week
Following Palm Sunday Mass
on Vanderbilt’s campus, UCat
had a Eucharistic procession
to our Frassati House to
begin the 72-hour Adoration
the students planned,
manned and executed during
Holy Week.
At the Easter Vigil, two UCat
students were baptized and
three others were welcomed
into the Catholic Church.
Appropriately, the biggest
party of the year followed
the Vigil Mass at Frassati
House.

