
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends: 

 As a priest, I feel a particular longing to help the Church foster 

healthy and holy marriages. Most people derive their most basic 

and fundamental instincts about themselves, others, and God from 

their parents’ marriage. I have recognized a deeper need that most 

students struggle with and which dramatically impacts their ability 

to fall in love: they do not know what friendship is.  Chalk it up to 

social media, the decline of family-life, pornography, or politics, the 

truth is that students are barely able to truly connect with another 

human on a regular basis.  

University Catholic’s community teaches and leads our students into authentic friendships with 

each other and with Jesus Christ. I have little faith in programs and events. Love is always found 

in concrete actions between people. Our Sunday and daily Masses are continuing to fill up with 

students discovering themselves and others in the one eternal community — the Holy Trinity.  

Everyone desires this lasting kind of relationship, and I am most privileged to witness its growth 

on a daily basis. 

Everything we do aims to develop a student’s relationship with Jesus: Sunday Suppers, weekly 

Eucharistic adoration, sophisticated talks on Catholic teachings, community service, and much 

more. God has given us great success in reaching college students. Two examples are highlighted 

inside this newsletter. One young woman sought community; another young man avoided it. But 

both found in University Catholic much more than programs and events. They found genuine 

friendships — the kind that help you be your best and hold you accountable. They found brothers 

and sisters who vibrantly live their Catholic faith AND who have great fun doing so. 

We enjoyed being able to lead a record number of students on our March for Life pilgrimage! 

Awakening XXIV was profound as ever, bringing many students back to the Catholic Faith . 

University Catholic can’t rest on our laurels, however. Unlike any parish, we are in a constant 

state of fluctuation, losing one-quarter of our population each year as students graduate. Each 

August we have to start from scratch in reaching new students of campus — they typically don’t 

just show up, we have to cast our nets to find them. 

Will you please join us as a monthly donor? There is always much to do, and there are always 

bills to pay. Won’t you support our mission to propose Jesus Christ and form His disciples on 

campus and help us cast those nets far and wide?!  

Faithfully, 
 

 

 

Fr. Michael Fye, Chaplain 
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Nashville’s Bishop Mark Spalding imposes 

ashes on a student at Belmont University on 

Ash Wednesday. 

 

 

UCat teaches and leads our students into 

authentic friendships with each other and with 

Jesus Christ.   
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STUDENT  SPOTLIGHT  

Erin Montgomery, Medicine, Health & Society Major 

“My faith has brought so much joy and peace to my life.”   

Like most young people, Erin Montgomery 

sought friendship and community when she 

arrived at Vanderbilt as a freshman.   

Though raised Catholic, she was drawn to 

protestant groups in high school because of 

their strong sense of community. That 

experience led her to join a protestant club 

as soon as she arrived on campus. 

But providentially, Erin’s freshman 

roommate invited her to UCat’s Roman Rush 

activities. She was happy to 

meet some really nice people 

and instantly hit it off with one 

of the FOCUS missionaries, 

who checked on her often. 

She and Lauren became (and 

remain) the best of friends. 

“Finding community was really 

important to me,” says Erin, 

who wanted more than just 

superficial connections. 

She made the Awakening retreat her first 

semester, and was shocked to see so many 

young people invested in their Catholic faith.  

“Awakening was a bit overwhelming 

because I realized how little I understood 

about my faith, especially the Eucharist and 

other sacraments.” 

Erin started asking lots of questions, and 

while she got answers, she was inspired to 

research Catholic teachings on her own.  

She started going to daily Mass regularly, in 

addition to Sunday, and made many friends  

who were doing the same.   

“People in UCat are the most generous 

people I’ve ever met. I know they care about 

me as an entire person and are seek-

ing goodness alongside me.  We’re all 

walking in the same direction.” 

Now a junior, Erin has been on staff 

for every Awakening retreat since that 

first one.  “It’s a new experience every 

time – the talks are different and the 

retreaters are different – it’s been so 

good for me.” 

Twice traveling to Washington DC on a 

bus all night for the March for Life 

pilgrimage, Erin says “it’s awesome to 

be a part of such an important cause!  

 

 

The March was the first time I felt like a 

part of something so much bigger than 

myself.” 

As one of UCat’s intramural cap-

tains, Erin meets many students 

whose first exposure to UCat is 

through sports. “It’s a great 

opportunity for us to be present 

on campus, to exhibit good 

sportsmanship, to publicly pray 

before games, and to invite peers 

to Mass and other UCat events,” 

she says.  

“It has been amazing to see the 

ways in which God has worked in 

my life to get me here, I would have never 

believed that I would become the person I 

am today.  I would have thought that this 

girl is ‘too Catholic,’ but my faith has 

brought so much joy and peace to my life.” 

Among other things, Erin leads a FOCUS 

Bible study, participates in Adoration each 

week, and is a regular at Frassati House, 

which she considers her home away from 

home.   

“UCat makes me feel so at home here,” she 

said. “It has made my college experience 

much more meaningful than I could have 

ever imagined.” 

Erin, front left, is pictured with the Awakening family she led at Awakening XXIII. 

Erin (right) with best friends Alexis Finnell (VU’18) and Lauren Watts, FOCUS Missionary.  
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ALUMNI  BENEFACTOR  SPOTLIGHT  

Deacon Stephen Schumacher, VU ‘12 

“At Vandy Catholic, I started to take seriously the call to holiness.” 

From the age of ten, Stephen Schumacher expected to one day be a priest.  Called “Fr. Schu” by his Boy 

Scout troop, that desire stayed with him, and Stephen assumed he would go to seminary directly after 

high school. 

But the St. Louis native landed a full scholarship to Vanderbilt, where he had a double major in Chemical 

Engineering and Physics. During his freshman and sophomore years, Stephen attended Mass at the local 

Cathedral, purposefully avoiding involvement in then-Vanderbilt Catholic (V+C). He didn’t think he fit in.   

He had many classmates, however, who were very involved, including Peter Delnero, then-president of V+C.  Stephen admits that he finally made the 

Awakening retreat during junior year FOR Peter, “because he would not take ‘no’ for an answer.” 

Peter’s persistence paid off, in a big way. The Awakening retreat, along with SEEK which was held in Nashville that 

year, were pivotal in Stephen’s all-in involvement with V+C. 

“I began to experience a deeper, gradual conversion – and that idea of the priesthood became more concrete,” he 

says. 

Stephen’s senior year was when V+C pulled away as an official student organization because of Vanderbilt’s  

non-discrimination policy (thus becoming University Catholic). “The controversy didn’t dampen our spirits, we were 

vibrantly Catholic.”  

After graduation, Stephen did a year of volunteer teaching at De Smet Jesuit High School in St. Louis. He then 

entered St. Louis’s Kenrick-Glennon Seminary as a pre-theology student and was later sent to Rome to complete his studies. 

In a video message sent from Rome for UCat’s 10-Year anniversary in 2016, Stephen said, “At Vandy Catholic, I started to take seriously the call to 

holiness. I remember a line from one of Fr. Baker’s homilies, ‘God doesn’t ask much, he just asks all.’  It stuck with me.” 

To those who are even remotely considering the priesthood, Stephen says, “seminary is great formation for becoming a good man.  There is no shame in 

going into seminary and deciding not to become a priest.  You will have lost nothing.  You will be a better man for taking the step.” 

Last summer Stephen signed on as a monthly donor to UCat:  “I'm glad to send a little money your way!  UCat was a foundation-building apostolate 

provided to me and my friends, and I am very grateful. I now have a bit of money to share, and I'm glad that it will assist you in continuing that mission to 

the students in Nashville.” 

“God is calling me,” says Stephen when asked why he wants to be a priest.  “I gave God a small yes, and He’s given me far more in return.”  

 

Deacon Stephen Schumacher  

will be ordained to the priesthood  

on Saturday, May 25, at 10 am  

at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis.   

All are invited to attend. 

Send your best wishes: 

Rev. Mr. Stephen Schumacher 

 715 Lexington Avenue 

Saint Louis, MO  63122 

Stephen (back row, far right) fit right in at Awakening VIII. 

Peter Delnero and Stephen at a 

football game. 
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Our Mission:  to propose Jesus Christ and form His disciples on campus. 

Marian Campos, a junior at Trevecca University, was one of 45 students to travel with Fr. Fye to the 

March for Life in Washington DC in January. “This trip made me realize that my advocacy for the 

Pro-Life movement can’t stop here,” she says. “I feel a longing in my heart to protect the unborn 

whether that be on my campus or by working with a non-profit down the road.  I can’t wait to see 

how God will use me and everyone else on this trip to once and for all end abortion.”  
 

Pictured are Marian Campos, a junior at Trevecca from Franklin, Tennessee (bottom)  

and Margaret Gupton, Vanderbilt freshman from Jacksonville, Florida. 

 


