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If the Lord called me now, I would die a happy man.
This was my overwhelming thought on Wednesday, April 16. I had arrived at Frassati House at
6 am for some quiet time to work. Instead, I found our chapel full of freshmen making a Holy
Hour and singing! It was beautiful. And this was just one of the 72 hours of adoration the
students themselves planned, manned and executed during Holy Week.
We have a lot of late nights at University Catholic -- and early mornings. Here is a sample
just from this semester: Mass at 9 pm every Sunday; Praise and Worship Holy Hour with
confessions every Wednesday night at 9 pm; an Awakening retreat that includes very little
sleep on either end; 4 am departure time for the Honduras Mission Trip; 2 am return time
from the March for Life; 2:30 am Canonization Party; Easter Vigil Party beginning about 10
pm; 72 hours straight of Adoration during Holy Week; and 7 am Mass on Saturdays for 40
Days for Life. The unusual hours sound like typical college life but not the activities.
Despite the late-night hours of college students, serving as chaplain of University Catholic is
undoubtedly one of the high points of my 20 years of priesthood. The world around us is crazy
— and universities are especially tainted — but I have found young people open to the Gospel
and hungry for the truth. It is beautiful to witness their response, their surrender and their
faithfulness.
This semester we traveled to DC for the March for Life, to Honduras for mission trip, to a
local abortion center for public witness and prayer, and all over the Vanderbilt campus for
Stations of the Cross. In each instance, the students shared the love of Christ with great joy
and great enthusiasm. It’s infectious.
Good things are happening at University Catholic. If you would like to support this kind of late
night and early morning college life, then PLEASE sign up to support University Catholic every
month!
Faithfully,

Fr. John Sims Baker, Chaplain
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S TUDENT S POTLIGHT
Ana Luquerna, Class of 2016
Simplicity and Silence
Since her trip to Honduras in March, Ana has learned
to re-prioritize. She was one of ten UCat students to
accompany Fr. Baker on a Spring Break mission trip
to Farm of the Child orphanage. It was “life-changing.”
Upon arrival late that first night, Ana was shocked by
the simplicity of their accommodations. Although
she knew she would face extreme poverty, she was skittish of the bugs, spiders
and “critters” in their room. It wasn’t until about half-way through the trip that
she and the others realized that their quarters were luxurious in comparison to
those outside the orphanage.
The group started their days with prayer and Mass and then painted until about
noon. After lunch, the afternoon was filled with activities with the children and
the women volunteers. Ana was amazed at their faith. “These people were
strongly connected to God. They knew the power of prayer, and they lived with joy.
“The children were hungry to be loved and were so appreciative. One little girl followed Fr. Baker around like a puppy. She was so
grateful to him for listening to her sins and giving her forgiveness. Others would hold our hands during the Stations of the Cross
and say ‘this is what it would be like to have a mommy and daddy.’ It melted our hearts!”
Ana was also taken in by the natural beauty of Honduras, with mountains on one side and the ocean on the other. “Nature is a
constant reminder of God’s presence, even in the midst of great poverty.”
“Hondurans have physical poverty; but Americans have spiritual poverty,” Ana said. “Living simply for that week led us to Christ. I
wouldn’t trade it for the world. The whole trip was a reminder of the necessity to have constant communication with God
“because that's the only way you can foster a beautiful and intimate relationship with Him.
“Our willingness to drop technology and take a break from our privileged lives meant so much to each of the children, but we
were the ones who benefitted the most,” Ana says. “I learned the importance of simplicity and the importance of silence. I
learned to re-prioritize. The total inexplicable joy of these kids was contagious and life changing.”
Ana is from Birmingham, but she was
born in Colombia and lived there until age
9. She is fluent in Spanish, which was a
great asset in Honduras. She majors in
Human and Organizational Development
and Political Science at Vanderbilt.
Fr. Baker sings the praises of this group of students
who sacrificed money and time to make the mission
trip. He says not one complaint was uttered by anyone
nor a cross word.
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A LUMNI & B ENEFACTOR S POTLIGHT
Micah Walker, Class 2011
Conned into becoming Catholic
Micah Walker came to Vanderbilt questioning his childhood faith. Rather than abandon
it, he explored many denominations. His search continued with no breakthrough until
his junior year, when he claims he was “conned into becoming Catholic.”

Dillon Barker (left), the con man who got Micah to Fr. Baker’s RICA class,
preceded Micah into the Catholic Church by one year and into Seminary
by two years! The two are pictured at a Titan’s game in Nashville.

At a chance meeting with a Vanderbilt alum, Dillon Barker, Micah mentioned an interest
in learning Church history. Dillon quickly invited him to a free class in Church History
at a place called Frassati House. Micah accepted the invite and upon arrival came face to face for the first time with someone in a
collar -- Fr. John Sims Baker. He had a knot in his stomach and worried what he had gotten himself into.

While Micah might have been lured into attending that first RCIA class, he freely returned each week as an intellectual exercise.
Dillon soon suggested that in addition to learning about the Church, Micah should learn how the Church prays. They went on a road
trip to Cullman, Alabama. When Micah saw the huge golden monstrance at the Shrine of the Blessed Sacrament, he had his first
lightning-bolt realization: “If Catholics are wrong, they’re the worst kind of idolaters.”

His immediate second realization was: “If this is idolatry, why do I believe it?”
He was sold and became Catholic at Easter of his junior year.
As a senior, Micah obsessed over what to do after graduation. A job offer came,
with only three days to accept or reject it. He immediately scheduled a meeting
with Fr. Baker, though he wasn’t sure why. At the meeting, Micah blurted,
“Father, am I supposed to become a priest?” His question surprised Fr. Baker
almost as much as it surprised Micah, himself.

Micah pictured on graduation day with his parents. When telling
his Mom of his plans to convert, she said, “Micah, I want you
close to Jesus -- no matter what that means.”

Fr. Baker advised Micah to take the job, “and let’s keep talking.” Micah did and
buried himself in work the next two years. During ongoing phone conversations,
Fr. Baker urged Micah towards seminary, saying that “his discernment itself
was reason enough.”

At a wedding in North Carolina, Micah met a seminarian who ended up being his
ride to the airport. During the hour-long trip, he shared with Micah, “God led me to seminary. I don’t know my vocation yet, but
that’s not reason enough not to be there.” The similarity of the seminarian’s words and the advice from Fr. Baker was much too
striking to be a coincidence.
Micah is now completing his first year at Pontifical College Josephinum. “Seminary is an incredible environment for
continued discernment and to grow into a better man,” says Micah. “That’s what gives me such peace. No matter what ultimately
results from my discernment, I will leave Seminary a better man.”
Since graduating from Vanderbilt, Micah has been a monthly supporter of University Catholic. “Being Catholic joins me with the
One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic Church,” says Micah. “But I didn’t lose my individual identity or forget the people who influenced my
conversion. Fr. Baker is doing great things at UCat. By supporting him, maybe I can help others, like myself.”

Father John Sims Baker, Chaplain
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Our Mission: To propose Jesus Christ and to form His disciples.

Hospitality as an Evangelization Tool
University Catholic strives to be a home away from home for students. We want them to be at home with the Church. We want them to
know the love of God. We want them to build a strong community of faithful Catholic friends (who will help them stay on track). We reach
out to students where they are and love them into closer union with Christ.
Our approach is simple: easy access to the Sacraments, authentic catechesis, meaningful service opportunities, and Christian hospitality.
Most Sundays throughout the school year we host Sunday Supper at Frassati House. We lure the students with a home-cooked meal, but
they get much more. We feed their souls as well and help them to experience the love of God through genuine friendships.
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